
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship      Luke 1:46-47, 49-50 
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
 

† Carol              “Once in Royal David’s City”           No. 225 
Verses 1-2, and 5 

 

† Invocation  
 

Our Need for the Savior 
 

Lesson                                                            Genesis 3:1-15 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that 
the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually 
say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden?’” And the woman said 
to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but 
God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst 
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent 
said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,  
knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she 
also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the 
eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And 
they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. And 
they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the  
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the 
LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And 
he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid,  
because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that 
you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you 
not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, 
she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to 
the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and 
above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you 
shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise 
your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

Carol              “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”         No. 194 
Verses 1, 3, and 5 

 

God’s Promise of the Savior 
 

Lesson                              Isaiah 7:14, 9:6-7 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. For to us a 
child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his  
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 
with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

Carol            “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”        Wesley 
Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free;  

From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 

Dear Desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 

God’s Provision of the Savior 
 

Lesson                             Luke 2:1-14 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to 
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was 
of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his  
betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time 
came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. And in the same region there 
were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to 
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that 
will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: 
you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a  
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  

 

Carol              “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”         No. 203 
 

Lesson                                Matthew 2:1-12 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod 
the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, 
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star 
when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king 
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling 
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for 
so it is written by the prophet: ‘“And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you 
shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod 
summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 
the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me 
word, that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the 
king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen 
when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where 
the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with 
great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his 
mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And 
being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their 
own country by another way.  
 

Homily                              Matthew 2:1-12 
“A Spectacular Scene” 

Rev. John Fender 
 

Our Response to the Savior 
 

Lesson                              Philippians 2:5-11 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and  
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and  
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.  

 

† Carol               “O Come, All Ye Faithful”              No. 208 

 

Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols 



† Lesson                                                                   John 1:1-5 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In 
him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  

 

† Carol                 “Silent Night, Holy Night”              No. 210 
Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright; 
Round yon virgin mother and child;  
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight! 
Glories stream from heaven afar,  
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light; 
Radiant beams from thy holy face,  
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 

Silent night! Holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;  
With the angels let us sing;  
Alleluia to our King; 
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

† Benediction           
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please join us tomorrow for our Christmas Morning Worship Service! 
Sunday, December 25th at 11a.m. 

 
We will not have Sunday School or Evening Worship on Christmas Day.  
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First Presbyterian Church  
 

Our Purpose: We seek to glorify God by holding out the hope of the  
Gospel of Jesus Christ to our  community, our country and our world to 
impact others to do the same. 
 

Our Key Theological Commitments:  
 The Bible is the inspired, inerrant, infallible Word of God. 
 Salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, in Jesus alone.  
 The Church is God’s ordained means of gathering and perfecting  
 believers. 
 The Church is to rely upon the ordinary means of grace (the Word, 

Sacraments, and Prayer) for the building of the kingdom.  
 The Westminster Confession of Faith (including the Larger and  
 Shorter Catechism) is the most accurate understanding of what the 
 Scriptures principally teach. 

 

Our Key Areas of Ministry: 
 Worship: Giving glory to God with reverence and joy, according to 

the council of God’s Word. 
 Evangelism: Offering the hope of the gospel locally, nationally, and 

globally.  
 Discipleship: Producing mature believers in Christ. 
 Fellowship: Experiencing the blessing of the communion of the 

saints.  
 Mercy: Manifesting the love of God in deed. 

 

Our Leadership: 
 Teaching Elders:   
     John Fender, Senior Pastor (fpcpooler@comcast.net) 

         Matt Fray, Assistant Pastor (mattfray@gmail.com) 
 Ruling Elders:  
    Gary McArthur, Randy Grovenstein, and Roger Yancey 
 Deacons:  
    Ryan Brown, Patrick Ethridge, Brad Fennell, Ken Hayes,  
    Tim Miller, Will St. Clair, and Nate Warfield  
 Administrative Assistant:  
    Temple Fennell (fpcpoffice@yahoo.com) 
 

Our Denomination: The Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) 
 

Our Contact Information: 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
1115 Hwy. 80 East 
Pooler, GA 31322 

(912) 330-9415 
www.firstpresbyterianofpooler.com 


